Christian Principles for a Healthy Body and Spirit
To read these in their entirety, you can download a pdf version at http://nccecojustice.org/downloads/health/eh_principles.pdf.

*These principles were drafted as a collaborative effort of the National Council of Churches in consultation with its member denominations, Earth Ministry, Voices for Earth Justice, Massachusetts Council of Churches, Maine Council of Churches, and other ecumenical partners.
We are blessed to be created in the image of God and to receive nourishment from the bounty of God’s Creation (Genesis 1:26-27). As part of Creation, our bodies are also temples of the Holy Spirit (I Corinthians 6:19), and caring for our bodies becomes one way to honor the Creator.
Protecting Creation
In order to protect our health and the health of all Creation, we need government policies that:
· Classify toxic chemicals that destroy or sicken God’s creatures
· Identify and work to replace chemicals known to persist in the environment or increase in severity as they move up the food chain (bioaccumulate).
Healthy Bodies, Healthy Selves
We encourage government policies that:
· Require companies and government regulatory agencies to inform people about the chemicals that are in consumer products through “right to know” clauses and a published chemical database so that individuals and state regulatory agencies can make sound decisions for their families, their congregations, and their communities.
· Replace known toxic chemicals, especially chemicals with high production volume, when safer alternatives exist.
· Invest in research to find safer alternatives when an option is not available.
Justice for Vulnerable Populations
We call on government officials to:
· Create a classification system that eliminates exposure to known toxic chemicals in umbilical cord blood, and children at levels recommended by scientific review. These chemicals should be replaced with safer alternatives when possible or designate funds to research safer alternatives. This system should also identify less toxic and non-toxic options, particularly for pregnant women, children, communities of color, the elderly, and low-income communities. 
· Ensure US government agencies and manufacturers test new chemicals before they are released into the market, and to test current chemicals that are suspected to be toxic already on the market as soon as possible.
· Incorporate biomonitoring programs that are conducted with community participation and consultation in order to evaluate exposure to chemicals by vulnerable populations.
Sustainability
To accomplish this we call for governmental policies that:
· Promote incentives for the development of a green economy that will allow all of God’s Creation to flourish, and bring jobs and justice for communities that currently suffer from polluting industries located in their vicinity.
· Promote the development of a green chemistry industry that produces alternatives for the most hazardous chemicals in our homes, our congregations, our schools, and our work places.
· By committing ourselves to these principles we can work to heal our broken relationships with Creation and with each other, strengthening and renewing the entire body of Christ.
CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES FOR A HEALTHY BODY AND SPIRIT (see reverse)—Signatures needed by 3/31/10
	Title

(Rev., etc.)
	First Name
	Last Name
	Denomination 
	Zip Code
	e-mail
	NCC Eco-Justice network?*

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


*Gives you access to download many other National Council of Churches’ Eco-Justice program environmental materials (this does not result in a glut of e-mails).
