

          

       The time for people of faith to speak is now.
An essential aspect of health care reform is a renewed emphasis on accountability by all involved.

For consumers, this means taking more responsibility for our own health and for the medical care we receive.  It also means planning for end-of-life care in a way that integrates our religious faith, our appreciation for modern medicine, and a realistic recognition of life’s limits.  
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For physicians and other providers, 

accountability may mean changes in the 

way they are paid.  Our existing fee-for-

service system rewards providers for

providing unneeded care.  We need to

find a way to pay for outcomes:  the early 

detection and care of disease, keeping chronic disease under control, and avoiding rehospitalizations.

For public officials, accountability may mean standing up to big campaign donors that have found the existing system highly profitable and don’t want it to change.  It also means making good on their promises to provide a reform plan that ensures access to health care for all.

It’s time to bring faith-based values to the health care debate.  Visit www.pachurchesadvocacy.org (the website of the PA Council of Churches) and click on “Support Health Care Actions.”  From there, you can click on “Send Letters to Senators Casey and Specter.” Finish the letters in your own style, print, and then put them in the mail. 
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