MAY 2009

A FAITH-INSPIRED VISION OF HEALTH CARE—AN OVERVIEW

In June 2008 a diverse gathering of faith leaders met to define the religious community's distinct vision for and role in national and state conversations about health care reform. They established that the faith community’s primary role is to transform the conversation from an economic debate to a moral dialogue. They also developed A Faith-Inspired Vision of Health Care, which asserts that as people of faith, we envision a society where each person is afforded health, wholeness, and human dignity, through a health care system that is:

Inclusive—Health care is a shared responsibility grounded in our common humanity;

Accessible—Health care must contribute to the common good by being affordable for individuals, families and society as a whole;

Affordable—All persons should have access to health services that provide necessary care and contribute to wellness; and

Accountable—Our system must offer a quality, equitable and sustainable means of keeping us healthy as individuals and communities.

The effort has shifted to calling for religious bodies, organizations and individuals to communicate our faith-inspired vision to our representatives in Congress as they prepare to address health care. Because Congress has committed itself to enacting health reform this year–perhaps as early as July–it is especially important that people of faith not stand on the sidelines any longer. Now is the time to speak.

Over the next four months, this newsletter will publish a series of articles that explains the implications of the four principles identified above. In the meantime, we can be in communication with our senators–Arlen Specter and Robert Casey–telling them of our experiences with the health care system and urging them to enact reform that is inclusive, accessible, affordable, and accountable. To endorse the faith vision described above and to find an outline for letters to both senators, go to www.pachurchesadvocacy.org and click on “Health Care” under the “Issues” link.

      

    

       The time for people of faith to speak is now.
You can be involved in health reform through the Pennsylvania Council of Churches. The Council is coordinating a plan that equips people of faith to add their voices to the national debate around health care.  
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These four principles form the foundation of our message about health care.  Each principle will be described in separate bulletin inserts over the coming four months.  

But it’s not too soon to speak up!  If you’ve been waiting for the right moment, please don’t wait any longer.  

· Send letters to our United States senators.

· Tell them what faith-inspired reform requires.

The Council’s website (www.pachurchesadvocacy.org) contains a fuller description of a faith-inspired vision of health care (click on “Health Care” on the “Issues” page). There you will find a link to an outline of a letter to send our senators with their correct mailing addresses.  Just finish the letters and put them in the mail.
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May
A Faith-Inspired Vision of Health Care:  Health reform is on the front burner in Congress. What do we, as people of faith, have to say about how the health care system should be improved?  What principles do we have to offer?  Go to www.pachurchesadvocacy.org (click on “Health Care” under the “Issues” link) to read more and to find tools for writing letters about this to your senators.
JUNE 2009

A FAITH-INSPIRED VISION OF HEALTH CARE—INCLUSIVE
“As people of faith, we envision a society where each person is afforded health, wholeness, and human dignity. That vision embraces a system of health care that is INCLUSIVE…accessible…affordable…and accountable.”

From “A Faith-Inspired Vision of Health Care,” developed by the members of Faithful Reform in Health Care, a coalition of faith communities and individuals working for compassionate, comprehensive and sustainable health care reform in the U.S.
In May, we provided an overview of “A Faith-Inspired Vision of Health Care.” This month we turn to the first of the principles embodied in that vision—inclusivity. According to the vision statement, an inclusive vision is defined by the declaration that “Health care is a shared responsibility that is grounded in our common humanity.” 

Common humanity—what does that mean? Very briefly, it means that despite our many differences we are all part of a human family living in a shared creation, and as Christians, we believe we are created in the image of God. When we fail to see the humanity in our brothers and sisters, we are, in fact, dishonoring God.
Recognizing our common humanity compels us to treat each other with respect and dignity, seeking to promote the common good. Promoting the common good means living by the “Golden Rule”—do unto others as you would have others do unto you. It means understanding that we have a responsibility to care for one another.

It isn’t always easy. We have differing needs, and some are more vulnerable than others. We know that Jesus cared deeply about the most vulnerable persons in his society—including those who were sick and in need of healing. As Christians, we know that we are called to do likewise—to recognize the human right to health and wholeness, as Jesus did.

Seeking and seeing the face of God in our neighbor leads us to share our abundant health care resources without regard for the differences among us. Our advocacy efforts that support inclusivity, combined with compassionate acts aimed at the health and welfare of our neighbors, are what will lead us to the health and wholeness of our society as a whole.
In the coming months, future articles will address the other three components of a “faith-inspired vision” of health care—affordability, accessibility, and accountability. There is, however, no time to lose. As people of faith, we must share our vision of inclusivity in our health care system with our representatives in Congress. You can begin by contacting our senators–Arlen Specter and Robert Casey–to express your vision of an inclusive health care system and to share your own experiences. To endorse the faith vision described above and to find an outline for letters to both senators, go to www.pachurchesadvocacy.org and click on “Health Care” under the “Issues” link.



          

       The time for people of faith to speak is now.
A faith-inspired vision of health care means many things—a system that is accessible, affordable, and accountable, but above all, inclusive.

When we read the Gospel accounts of Jesus’ life, it is striking how frequently his ministry included the restoration of health and wholeness.  It was an integral part of his ministry, and he turned no one away. As the church, we seek to follow Christ’s example.
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If you’ve been waiting for the right moment to speak, please don’t wait any longer.  This summer is the long-awaited time of decision for the United States Congress. 

Visit www.pachurchesadvocacy.org, which is the website of the PA Council of Churches.  There click on “Support Health Care Actions.”  That will take you to a page where there is a link to “Send Letters to Senators Casey and Specter.” Just finish the letters in your own style, print them and then put them in the mail. 
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Health Care is a Faith Issue:  As we consider what we might say to our elected leaders about health reform, we remember the healing ministry of Jesus, who turned no one away.  To add your voice to the national conversation about health reform, go to www.pachurchesadvocacy.org, click on “Support Health Care Actions” and then on “Send Letters to Senators Casey and Specter”.
JULY 2009
A FAITH-INSPIRED VISION OF HEALTH CARE—ACCESSIBLE
“As people of faith, we envision a society where each person is afforded health, wholeness, and human dignity. That vision embraces a system of health care that is inclusive…ACCESSIBLE…affordable…and accountable.”

From “A Faith-Inspired Vision of Health Care,” developed by the members of Faithful Reform in Health Care, a coalition of faith communities and individuals working for compassionate, comprehensive and sustainable health care reform in the U.S.
Last month, we discussed what it means to be inclusive. This month, we turn to the second of the principles embodied in “A Faith-Inspired Vision of Health Care”—health care accessibility. True accessibility, according to the vision statement, means that “All persons should have access to health services that provide necessary care and contribute to wellness.”

Inaccessibility to health care occurs for a number of reasons. Millions of Americans have no coverage through their employers, and cannot afford to purchase coverage as individuals and families. Many live in areas that are underserved—rural regions and inner-cities. Others are denied coverage because of preexisting conditions that range from diabetes to heart disease.

The Pennsylvania Council of Churches’ Principles for Public Advocacy notes that scripture describes a good society as one where justice is available for all. Justice for all means fair treatment for all. Therefore, as people of faith we are called to act with justice and love, to ensure that all of us have access to the health care we need in order to live out the fullness of our potential both as individuals and as contributing members of our society. Access to basic rights and services should not be limited because of situational factors such as economic disadvantage, distance, or demographic characteristics.

We believe humanity is sacred and that all persons should benefit from those actions which contribute to our health and wholeness.  Failure to provide reasonable accessibility to health care for any reason belies this belief. As people of faith, we must work together to identify and overcome all barriers to and disparities in health care.

In the next two months, future articles will address the remaining two components of a “faith-inspired vision” of health care—affordability and accountability. There is, however, no time to lose. As people of faith, we must share our vision of accessibility in our health care system with our representatives in Congress. You can begin by contacting our senators–Arlen Specter and Robert Casey–to express your vision of an accessible health care system and to share your own experiences. To endorse the faith vision described above and to find an outline for letters to both senators, go to the “Take Action” link at www.pachurchesadvocacy.org and click on the appropriate links.



          

       The time for people of faith to speak is now.
A faith-inspired vision of health care means many things—a system that is inclusive, affordable, and accountable, but also accessible to all.

Scripture describes a good society as a just society. As people of faith we are called to act with justice and to end disparities in access to basic care based on geography, ethnicity, or economic status.  We seek to be a society in which we all have access to the health care we need in order to live out the fullness of our potential, both as individuals and as contributing members of our society.
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If you have been waiting for the right moment to speak, please don’t wait any longer.  This summer is the long-awaited time of decision for the United States Congress.

Visit the “Take Action” page at www.pachurchesadvocacy.org (the advocacy website for the Pennsylvania Council of Churches) and click on “Send Letters to Senators Casey and Specter.” Just finish the letters in your own style, print them and then put them in the mail.
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Health Care is a Faith Issue:  Achieving a truly accessible health care system means identifying and overcoming all barriers to and disparities in health care so that all can live out their full potential as individuals and members of society. Help to deliver this message by going to the “Take Action” page at www.pachurchesadvocacy.org and clicking on “Send Letters to Senators Casey and Specter.” 

AUGUST 2009

A FAITH-INSPIRED VISION OF HEALTH CARE—AFFORDABILITY
“As people of faith, we envision a society where each person is afforded health, wholeness, and human dignity. That vision embraces a system of health care that is inclusive, accessible, AFFORDABLE, and accountable.”
From “A Faith-Inspired Vision of Health Care”
This month, we turn to health care affordability, the third principle embodied in “A Faith-Inspired Vision of Health Care”. According to this vision, “Health care must contribute to the common good by being affordable for individuals, families and society as a whole.”

As individuals and families, most of us can contribute something to routine health care.  But few of us can save enough to cover the costs of a lengthy illness and/or hospitalization.  

For that, we need the help of others.  This help can be structured in a variety of ways, including community mutual aid, health insurance, and public funding. By contributing to the costs of others, we gain the security of knowing our costs also will be shared in our time of need.

In recent years, however, medical costs have been growing so fast that our usual ways of cost-sharing have come under severe stress.  Insurance premiums have more than doubled in the past ten years; many individuals can no longer afford the cost and a growing number of employers are cutting back coverage or eliminating it entirely.  Government spending on health care also has been growing at a pace we cannot sustain in the years ahead.

A Faith-Inspired Vision of Health Care says that “in our calling to be faithful stewards, we understand our responsibility to use our health care resources effectively, to administer them efficiently, and to distribute them with equity.”  What might this mean?

First, each of us must be a careful and wise user of our medical resources.  That means taking good care of ourselves, utilizing preventive care, and following the advice of our doctors.

Second, as a society we must be less wasteful in the way we operate our health care system.  We spend too much on the administration and profitability of health insurance, too much on unnecessary or repeat treatments by doctors and hospitals, too much in expensive emergency room care because routine illnesses are not treated promptly and effectively.

Third, our health care system has fallen out of balance in the way it rewards health care providers.  High-tech care and specialty physicians have attracted the money; meanwhile, primary care physicians, family practitioners and neighborhood clinics have suffered.  

This coming fall, our elected representatives in Congress will be voting on health care reform.  Two primary goals will shape their debates:  controlling costs and getting everyone covered.  If addressed wisely, these two goals are complementary.  That is, by making health care more affordable, we enable more people to have access.  And by getting everyone covered, we are better able to bring down insurance costs and reduce the cost of illnesses left untreated too long.

As people of faith, please share your vision of affordability with our representatives in Congress. Go to www.pachurchesadvocacy.org and click on “Support Health Care Actions.”  From there, you can click on “Send Letters to Senators Casey and Specter.” Just finish the letters in your own style, print them and then put them in the mail. 



          

       The time for people of faith to speak is now.
As people of faith, we want health care to be available to everyone.  But for that to be a reality on an ongoing basis, we must find a way to make health care affordable.

[image: image7.wmf]Inevitably, this takes us into questions about costs and financing.  While it is important to encourage healthy living and everyone should be contributing to the cost of their care, it’s also true that few of us can save enough to cover the costs of a lengthy illness and/or hospitalization.  To solve the problem of affordability, we need the help of others to spread the risk and share the costs.
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If you have been waiting for the right moment to speak, please don’t wait any longer.  This summer is the long-awaited time of decision for the United States Congress.

Visit www.pachurchesadvocacy.org (the website of the PA Council of Churches) and click on “Support Health Care Actions.”  From there, you can click on “Send Letters to Senators Casey and Specter.” Just finish the letters in your own style, print them and then put them in the mail. 
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If you have been waiting for the right moment to speak, please don’t wait any longer.  This summer is the long-awaited time of decision for the United States Congress.

Visit www.pachurchesadvocacy.org (the website of the PA Council of Churches) and click on “Support Health Care Actions.”  From there, you can click on “Send Letters to Senators Casey and Specter.” Just finish the letters in your own style, print them and then put them in the mail. 
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Health Care is a Faith Issue:  Our vision is for health care to be available to all.  For that to be a reality, we must find a way to make health care affordable. Pass along this message by going to www.pachurchesadvocacy.org, clicking first on “Support Health Care Actions” and then on “Send Letters to Senators Casey and Specter.” Finish the letters, print them, and then put them in the mail. 
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